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Abstract 
The paper attempted to trace the historical developments and the objectives of 
universal basic Education (UBE) programme. It defined an ideal school 
library and stated the positions of the contemporary school libraries in 
Nigeria. It discussed (he relevance of the UBE Programme in Nigeria. It 
recommended that there should be a nationwide school library development 
policy. In addition government should ensure that every school should have a 
functional library before the government recognizes it. Such libraries 
should be adequately funded. 

Introduction 
There has been a worldwide attempt to encourage every citizen of the world to be educated and 
literate, especially through the Universal Primary Education Programme (UPE). The UPE, in course of 
time metamorphosed into the Universal Basic Education (UBE), (Enueme 2000:115). 

The federal Government of Nigeria took a bold step to develop an excellent educational 
system, and went a step further to launch the UBE. It was President Obasanjo who launched it on 30th 
September 1999. The principal aim has been to bring education within the reach of as many children as 
possible, to help produce enlightened citizens and a literate labour force that can learn new skills with 
ease. The UBE programme is principally aimed at improving the system of education from early 
childhood to the early adolescence, junior secondary school level. 

UBE Historical Development 
Western type of education was introduced into the country in 1842. Ever since, the interest of 

government in education has continued to grow with successive administrators. Government had the 
first education ordinance for Lagos in 1882. This was later followed by the introduction o/Universal 
Primary Education (UBE) in Western part of Nigeria, on 12th January 1955. Two years later, (1957) 
the Eastern Region had its own Education. Ordinance. Much later in 1977 the Federal Government 
published her National Policy on Education. The policy was very laudable and was seen as a clear 
indication that government was very serious in giving to the Nigerian citizenry functional, qualitative and 
universal education providing basic education for all citizens. The then military government headed 
by General Olusegun Obasanjo launched the Universal Free Primary Education on 6th September, 
1976 which resulted in an unprecedented surge in schools enrollment for primary education 
nation-wide. 

Following return to democratic rule in Nigeria on 29th May, 1999, there was strong yearning 
for total overhaul of Education Sector. Subsequently President Obasanjo launched the Universal Basic 
Education Programme (UBE). This was aimed at ensuring that every Nigerian child, up to 15 years 
received adequate basic education that would assist him to become a responsible citizen, (Nze et. af 
2006). The present 9 years UBE Programme is just the same thing with 6-3-3-4 system. The major 
difference is that a pupil has to move to secondary education without having to take an examination at the 
end of the first six years in primary school. The assessment for qualification to proceed to the next level 
has to be based on the continuous assessment, from primary 1 to 6, 

It is believed that the UBE programme will offer every Nigerian child a free and compulsory 
education to the junior secondary with the aim of providing him with life-long skills for survival in a 
competitive world. However, the lofty objectives of the program would be difficult to accomplish 
without efficient library services (Attama 2004). The broad goal of education is centred around 
functional literacy and numeracy; and positive attitudes towards co-operation and communal living. 

The specific objective has been to enable individuals' live useful and self-fulfilling lives in 
both formal and informal setting. The aims are: 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Ensuring the acquisition of the appropriate level of literacy, numeracy, manipulative an 
communicative life skills'as well as the ethical, moral and civic values needed for laying 
solid foundation for life-long learning. 
Introducing into the education programme the acquisition of functional literacy and life 
skills, especially the adults. 
Providing out-of-school non-formal programmes for up dating the knowledge and skill 
of persons who leave school before acquiring the basic education needed for life-Iong 
learning. 
Provision of free, universal basic education for every Nigerian child of school-going age 
Special programme for normadic population (Enueme 2000). 

The overall objectives can only be achieved when we have committed government, dedicated 
leaders and functional libraries.  • 

The School Library 
This is an information unit that is concerned with the collection, processing, disseminating 

storage and retrieval of information. 
Library has been said to be a place the dead is alive. It is a permanent store of knowledge; gold 

mine of wisdom and beehive of information activities. It is also a diary of human race - for; library is 
the great consulting room of wise men, (M.K Abiola) in a paper presented by (Ibrahim 2006). Kumar 
(2004: 2), says "library is an establishment charged with the care of a collection information, the 
duty of making them accessible to those who require their use and the task converting every person 
in its neighbourhood into a habitual library user and seeker of information. 

School libraries are libraries in pre-primary, primary and secondary schools. These kinds a 
libraries are evolving into school library resource centres. Fayose (1995), in Edoka (2000), referrir to 
school resource centre or school library said that it is that-part of school where a Collection of 
books, periodicals, magazines and newspapers, films and filmstrips, video tapes, recording of 
types, slides, computers, study kits, realia and other information-bearing resources are housed for by 
teachers and pupils  for learning,  recreational  activities, personal  interests and interpersor 
relationships of children in school. 

Functions 
School library has been seen as an indispensable unit, the heart, if not the aorta of any school It 

provides the facilities for the students' enrichment, guidance, and escape from the teacher 
dominated and regimented, self-contained classroom (Yoloye 1993). 

The Federal Government of Nigeria recognized the vital place of school Libraries in the\ 
universal primary education when it was declared in the 1980s that, every state ministry needs to 
provide funds for the establishment of libraries in all educational institutions and train librarians and 
library assistants for the services for the realization of the noble objectives of our primary education 
Hence for effective implementation of universal basic education, the school Libraries should be seen as a 
vital tool. 

School library is established basically to support and enrich the formal curriculum of the 
school to act as a broadening influence by providing pupils with the means of studying ideas pi 
forward by others than their teachers or textbooks and to facilitate research.  Kinnell (1992) 
maintained that libraries are the most economic means of providing a wide range of support material and 
of professional advice with books, audio-visual resources, computer software’s and CD-ROMs. 

School libraries help in developing and sustaining in children the habit and enjoyment reading, 
learning and use of the libraries throughout their lives.' The fundamental attitudes toward reading should 
ideally be formed at the child's pre-school years. In this regards, books should necessarily become 
part of a child's life, of his play and every day activities even before he begin  school. Hence for children 
to form a lasting reading habit they need to have libraries and associated reading/learning aids at their 
disposal. The school libraries acquire information and communication technological facilities such as 
computers, electronic mail facilities, Internet, fax machines and books for effective implementation of the 
universal basic education, in order to enable the students to follow the new trend in communication. 
School libraries plays vital role in socialization' of users through 

 

 



organizing of excursion, cinema show with: the aid of audiovisual resources and computer training for 
children. 

Implementation of the UBE Programme: State of the Contemporary School Libraries 
The poor state of school libraries services creates a problem for the effective implementation of 

the UBE programme. Most schools do not have libraries and the few that are available are poorly funded, 
lack adequate collections and accommodation, and are poorly staffed. 

A nation-wide study by Ayeni and Oyebanji (1997), revealed that school libraries in Nigeria were 
still mostly non- functional due to neglect and inadequate funding. In most states of the country, school 
library services were very inadequate because there were no financial allocations made to them even 
though financial allocations were being made to schools. In some primary and secondary schools, 
there are no separate library buildings to house the collections and offer accommodation for users. 
Attama (2004), opined that "library accommodation has remained a turbulent issue in most educational 
institutions in Nigeria". 

According to Correa (1997), the school library requires space as an information centre. Users 
come to the libraries in search of information and materials for various purposes. Hence Dike (2001), 
has maintained that the school is a learning laboratory where users develop the skills required for lifelong 
learning. It is a workshop for carrying out individual or small group assignments through active 
participatory method; enquiry and teamwork in problem solving." 

Also, decline in rending is caused by in-accessibility of current and appropriate children's 
books and non-book materials in libraries and the unavailability of electronic media facilities in most 
school and public libraries. 

Poor staffing is another problem that affects the- implementation of UBE programme through the 
school library services. Ojomo Aladc (2001), re-emphasized that if knowledge is truly "Power" Nigeria has 
since delineated its required power and has, by and large, become a weak country and getting weaker 
because of introduction of mediocrity into educational system. The school libraries are ; not left in the 
system; the existing ones are mainly managed by non-professional. This will invariably affect the services 
provided by these libraries, which will in turn affect implementation of Universal Basic Education 
objectives. 

Relevance of School Libraries in UBE Programme 
1 Total Development of the Child 

Services offered through school libraries will assist the learner in his physical, mental, 
emotional, social, moral and educational development to cope with the learning situations 
within and outside the school environment. This can only be possible through the utilization of 
library services provided in the school by qualified librarians, 

2. Preparation for Wide Reading Habits for Higher Education and Throughout Life 
The school libraries provide programmes and information sources that will lead children to 
read widely, purposefully and for delight, pleasure and for instruction. Learning involves four 
basic processes of listening, seeing, doing and reading. Of these, reading tends to be the most 
difficult as it involves a considerable amount of self-discipline and concentration. Promotion of 
reading habits calls for combined efforts of educators, librarians, authors, translators, 
publishers, etc. (UNESCO 1997). 
Reading involves studying numbers, figures and other illustrations, either to learn or to 
entertain. This implies that use of ICT facilities are easier even with people that have taste for 
reading. 

3. Achieving Self-actualization and Realization 
School library services prepare the user to be self aware of his potentialities and how to utilize 
them through reading prints and non-prints materials in the library, - in other to lay a solid 
foundation for life which UBE programme believes in. 

4. Referral Services 
School libraries provide referral services such as making adequate use of resources available 
to them within and out-side the library through inter library co-operations and selective 
dissemination of information (SDI). This will help to cater for the learning needs of each 
person to develop a strong consciousness for education in users. 

 
 



5. Orientation on the Use of Libraries 
Adequate information on the use of library resources at early childhood will enable a user to 
acquire the skills in seeking and retrieving of information in any library throughout life. It also 
straightens the interpersonal relationship among the users, librarians and other library staff. 

6. Information Awareness 
The provision of adequate information to the learners will expose them to various vocational 
choices in accordance with their interest and aptitude. Enlightenment campaign on the 
importance of UBE through school library services will enhance the success of UBE. 

Recommendations 
(1) The Nigerian library Association in collaboration with the National Library of Nigeria should 

work out a blueprint for school library development in the country. 
(2) Government should ensure that a nation-wide school library development policy is adopted 

throughout the nation. 
(3) There should be regular training and retraining of teacher-librarians who manage these 

libraries. In addition, there should be enough support staff, to help the teacher librarian. 
(4) Government should make it compulsory for every school to have a functional library before 

such school is recognized. 
(5) Government and school authorities should ensure that school libraries are adequately funded, 

and relevant resource materials acquired regularly. 
(6) The  contemporary   developments   in   information  and  communications   technology  

have 
revolutionized knowledge packaging and delivery. It is evident now that school libraries 
should contain more than books. The libraries, therefore, should be equipped with computers 
and other audio-visual resources, as these have been found to be indispensable instruments for 
teaching and learning 

Conclusion 
A modern school library tallies, to a greater extent, with the expectations of government for the 

UBE programme, as noted in the implementation guidelines (Nigerian Federal Ministry of Education, 
2000). 

UBE is an excellent opportunity for Nigeria to confront head-on the challenges and take full | 
advantages of the possibilities offered by the new information and communication technologies for 
improving the quality of education. No educational system can afford to stay outside the knowledge 
age in the world that is now run by knowledge. 
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